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Dear Members of the Search Committee,

I am writing in application to the advertised position Lead Faculty for Social Transforma-

tion and Leadership at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. I have submitted

all required materials in support of my application. I received my undergraduate degree

from Augustana University in Philosophy, Religion, and Classics. I hold graduate degrees

from Princeton Theological Seminary, Texas A&M University, and the University of Notre

Dame. I am currently completing my dissertation The Epistemic Significance of Rape Victim

Testimony at Vanderbilt University, with a defense date of April 22, 2019.

My teaching strengths include feminist philosophy, epistemology, and ethics (especially

normative and applied ethics), with additional teaching expertise in philosophy of religion,

the history of philosophy (especially Ancient, Medieval, and Early Modern eras), and social

and political philosophy. I have experience teaching students with diverse backgrounds

and social identities both in traditional academic settings as well as in religious contexts;

I have had the special opportunity, e.g., to train chaplain interns when I was the sole

chaplain resident at Alfred I. DuPont hospital for children.

Broadly, my dissertation offers a comprehensive argument in favor of believing rape victims

that rape occurred. My work also begins a substantive critique of epistemic norms in

mainstream testimonial practices, and it critiques current conceptions of consent in sexual

encounters.

The New York Times published my article “Is There a ‘Rational’ Punishment for my Rapist?”



I have also published “The Possibility of Epistemic Peers and Uncovering Epistemic Asym-

metry” in Syndicate. I have several papers in manuscript form that I will be sending out to

peer-reviewed journals shortly: “Agape and the Limits of Mutuality,” “On Believing Rape

Victims,” and “The Rationality of Retributive Desire.” I also plan to prepare my dissertation

for book publication.

Beyond my dissertation, I use my work on sexual violence to facilitate social transformation

insofar as I use my work to inform philosophical debates involving epistemology and the

criminal justice system. Specifically, I use a victim-centered philosophical approach to

critique certain trends in criminal justice reform literature. My work in this area has been

well-received at conferences, and I have been contacted by a publisher asking for a book

based on this research. I will also continue to engage in public philosophy; I have been

invited to submit my work to Aeon, and so I am currently crafting a submission based on

my research.

United Theological Seminary’s commitment to teaching and this position’s focus on social

transformation and leadership make this job particularly appealing. I would look forward

to developing courses that would give future religious leaders the tools they need to think

critically about and enact social justice. In particular, I would look forward to developing

courses on gender-based violence and social activism.

Thank you for your careful consideration of my application materials. For your conve-

nience, my curriculum vitae is also available at amberrosecarlson.com/unitedseminary.

I look forward to hearing from you regarding my application.

Sincerely,

Amber Rose Carlson

http://amberrosecarlson.com/unitedseminary

