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My primary teaching goal is to facilitate transformative learning experiences for my students.
That is, I want my students to use philosophy and religion to think deeply about themselves and
the world – to develop their skills of critical thinking, self-reflection, and to come away from our
time together with a desire to apply those skills to effect real world change. I aim to help my
students acquire the tools they need to cultivate significant independent learning experiences.

To this end, one pedagogical strategy I employ is that I regularly pair material from popular
culture with academic course content. I then have my students analyze arguments and draw
connections between philosophical and religious texts and popular culture. In my General Logic
course, for example, students would practice identifying sound and cogent arguments in pop
culture articles of political significance on various topics. I typically pull these articles from social
media sites the day prior, so that students learn that the critical thinking skills they cultivate in
my course are relevant and immediately applicable.

Course assignments are also dedicated to fostering transformation in various ways. In my
Introduction to Ethics course, for example, students were required to develop and (begin to)
employ an advocacy plan for an ethical issue of their choosing. In my Forgiveness, Love, and
Justice course, I assigned what I call "Curiosities"–weekly assignments designed to encourage
curiosity about themselves and the world. Curiosities are small tasks that result in significant
reflection, such as finding something hidden, spending time looking at the night sky, and reporting
on a book they found at the library. Students were tasked with posting their reflections in a class
forum, and they often wanted to discuss these activities in class.

My teaching effectiveness can be illustrated with a vignette: After my General Logic course,
a student wanted to meet because, she said, she wanted to tell me how "[my] course changed [her]
life." The life-changing element, she revealed, was not just the critical thinking component, but
that I would routinely encourage students to use their newly-honed critical thinking skills on
political issues of personal significance. As a self-proclaimed "tomboy," she admitted that she was
resistant to the ways gendered societal expectations shaped her experience as a woman. After my
course, she said, she now marvels at the dynamics she has identified in her own life, and vows to
critically engage sexist dynamics that, she feels, constrain her.

In sum, all of my pedagogical strategies are dedicated to creating spaces where students can
have transformative experiences. While there is evidence that students leave my courses with
significant learning experiences and new knowledge, I am always working to improve my courses
and teaching even further.
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